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FIFIE [ LIFE S AFETY Byfre Bamgarter andRey Goulet

NOW MORE THAN EVER, BUSINESS OWNERS H /ETO EN SURE E

'SAFETY OF THEIR EMPLOYEES. AS SUCH, DEVELOPING A
'COMPREHENSIVE FIRE SAFETY PLAN MIGHT JUST BE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH WHEN A FIRE EMERGENCY ARISES.

inee the euammen f BJII C: 4J,'
building execuiives and company

management with pelicy-making
rmlhsmty are legally responsible for pre-
verting bodily harm to any persons in
theit Tzcilities,
Given the enormous potential liabiliies

assucialed with this respansibility, building

OLErEIONS and their management’ pak

sonel are much more aware o the risks

te: property-and oceupants i Hisii faci] -
ties. For this reason, they are evaluating
whether they have *he Key inzredi=nis in
place should. for exarmpls, a fite cimer
geney anse. ;

One of the crijcial resronsibiiites these
operaiors’ besr o thelr accupants is o
reep the fire-alarm 200 enierency evac
Lation systerns (n full working order 24
hotirs 7 days, seven days 2 week, Inadai
fion to spesialized elsclionic glerting sys-
tems, fire dovrs, smoke control fans, fire
darpers. sprinklers and hapd=heid tire
fighting equipment all inust Be maiaipe
iaccordencewilh Canada’s Naticnal Fie

 Cude Typically, busiesses will hire sps-

Halized corltractors foiest. insoect and
mainiai this EqL.LImeGWt\u..Cl“ rotrd. in ar-
uordancs with the aiprementionee tode.

While iUisn’t the ccupaﬂ’rs FESEETS]-
oility b understane atitne mechanical de-
mils of this equipment, thoy must be
aware of the building’s fire satety plan
(ESP) In ease a fire Smergency ocolrs.
Angl sl is the responsibility of the awner

‘o fininte

-ane.f-.fqr marage: of ihat particular facility.

s therefore, by law, the responsibility
of blllding sene:s and thsi propetly man
agemernl ddminisiraiors lo develop and
Implementa val daied TSI a customized
man__.ml that oullines liie safety proce-
dures, as well 45 the availability and de:
sciplien of dire protection sguipment
within & building

Whencrafting a ESE s main obisclives
are 1) lo increase safety awareness for all
occlparnts of 2 Building, and 2} to rmini-
mize the uccdrrence of situations 1l may
be: life-threatening A FSPs plansing
process involves the identification of pas
teritially hazardous situations (e
proper sighage an nab cnoluph sigRafe),
ceneral awareressiol the made of opera-
tian ter the fie alarm system n the
building and hew to respond z2pproon
ately. education for the praperty manage-
ment st o avoid potental misdirection,
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e assessmentiol sk and the implemen

Satiofiuf ol liol measures fo eliminate o
rechice the risk ofinjury or harr that may
oeeuftdunng 4 fire evacuation.

Othidr terns o includcinan =SP are:

: Al rap of the premise toguids
firefighiers in the event of a fire; the
- pusied promtinently on sach floor for
dAll ceeupanis [o ses — should provide an
illistrated fioor plan layout of 2 building,
ineliding ail e, stairwells and the o
cation: of firs and i safety couipment,

* [esonpion of occupant svacuation pro-

=
nrq..'

cocures andfie dril schediies

» Fmergency contact slepharie numbers,
specificd procedires for the floor
warden ‘eams and ident fication of oc-
cupanis with specizl nesis,

« Requiremenls far daily,  weekly,
manthly and yearly inspeciicns and
lesting of the fire and life sately squip-
mment in the bullding.

FSPs are typically preparsd and submited
in the‘londl fire department by spzcizlized
consulling limns. [His thenthe responsibility of
satncne within the fire deparmenttn review
the ESE for full campliancs, according o
Section 2.8 of the Mafional Fire Code. Upon
revizwlhelr stamp is applied along with the
daie of approval.

Building oparators, administrators and
their staff have key oles to play diring a
fire crmergeney, and: misthave some farem
of traming on the established FSR

Freviding fraiigs i "sel Bre evacuation
procedures"™ and the establishment of
clearescape roues are key steps o take
in pedusingrisk of injury and patential loss
ot life. All cecupants af 2 building, nol jus
ihe personnel whe co-orcinste the cimer-
geney fire evacuations, must be familiar
with these provedures,

Kriowledee of the ISP may just save
their lives,
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