to do was pull the fire alarm and everything would
drop, which would ales precipitate an evacuation, arul
then genecrally the buldmp would be fir game,” he
says. But the latess trend, pariculardy wnce W11, has
been to add an electric wnke mn addition to 4 maglock
in1 high-security areas withm the budlding. These strikes
are than conifigured $0, m an emergency situation, they
femain bocked and are only sooessible v o master ey
g paieT 18 ||_-H.||_|r|_'|j
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Sanford, "|soch as] mangraps char are sed 0 casinos

“ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS

WE VE SEEN SE( ITY PEOPLI

GO IN NOT REALIZING WHAT THE

SHOULD BE DOING.”

between the gaming Boor and the cash count rooms.™ If
a fire alarm goes off, the maglodks may drop, bat the e
of deceric smke onsienes that a banelar on the ousside
can't =2 trp the e abum and then rush ineo the count
oo — vet stafl can exit without concermn

“One thing we ane absalueey certain of w6 oo Ee
deparoment in

CoPnes 1o eTsuning people can evaoaae iy, so the

Motk America will budee whem 2

et and drivirg force im0 perms of the desen and
|.'-|:-|_‘|.- TIPS wrill alkw avs |:'l||[ SECLINTTY S |'u'|.:|_" e
Chimeshya, Many people would probably agree with
char, k% -|'||'||:. |:"l|r\i.' '\n.'.':h 3 SETEEE |'|||-.||'|1,'|-\.\. — & |'l.||'||..
dum cemmre or FBI compater server rooim == (hat might
e a different way of thnkmg,

“1 doer's krweaw b muchs of ®% doiven by question
able sandards m provinces that aren't as snngent as
Ortarm, bt these days you hase 1o actually have an
cigmeer-stamped  AuwoCAD drawing o submit with
the apphcation for 4 maglock pormie,”™ be sayvs. Bug any
propst manager will well vou, he added, thar g 1o
schedule refiable reseing with a repeesennazive from the
hlll!llil'.g,: o ‘.irl_' -_L—;_l.'||1'|ll_'|lr |'|.'|~ |'-|_1,_||I|'|.' A s .II'-.l 31
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Typically maglocks are insmbled by 0 secoriny com-
pany, bt the doors are mew necessandy  moninored,
= Fecause of that, iF cheres an emergency, [ cannot get our,
ard | could diz in the hallway,™ savs Howard Dizmond,
rtional sales marager for Canada wath Honeywell Fere
Cerouap. 'When o maghxck & insalled, an emergency pull
staton should ales ke insalled, which will release dhe
oo dunng an emergency - snation. An alamm s then
sent back o the fire panel, whach drops the et of the
maglocks.

“Hiyever, 0m MIUmenus OCCESHNS W Ve ST S
niey people o in mod realiong whar they should be doang
ard they [t sick in the maglocks and mke a hike,™ he
sy “50 there’s an o there.” s now becomang mone
cornmion fo see maghocks insalled by fre alarm compa-
i, wiich means they're properly mstalled. But retmof
msialiatons shil s r-:h.ll'-'u.'ln'.. e mdidedd.

Yiou can move up to the next level of mocgration,
whih infegrabes the monstaring of fre alarm, seaniy
and acoois comtral systerns on one PC — bat you can-

m SPET Mews Moy 2008 wwwosptnows.ca

» Minding the security-safety gap

not contral the fire alarm system from that . Same
mumufacturers cdaim they can provide that contral. =1
willl telll you 1o pull out a ULC document that says they
can, becanse they cannod,” says harmond,

There are situations where doors don't release or
don’t have the proper mechanisms to release muang
ally, says Fred Bawntgarimer, president of Firepont
Technolges bnc. “Secursty people are geared more
tevwcand B thise systoms wark 1o I:i:l.'p |'-|.'l.lrl|l.' ok,
he said, “For the most pan they don't have the noces-
EE Ta :‘|.1;, L“.'III_:IIJ i e 'H.\_I_l.q:[l. .1I'-J :q_'.l!.l. J.ll'.': ||.1'\. £ At
1|-.|.'|I:'||a aboair locking dooss o Commpermare fod ket ™
"h'l_ ir hq,'l.:l'lll.-rq. A ERSLEE OfF ESCUETY
VErsE I sfheTy

"We soe rh.n|'_x such as eleva
tor secunry whene secanty wikl have
phone systemns in the elevators, bt
if something happens, mine fimes our
af 1} they don't operate the way they
should duerng a power faflure,” he
LSl

Heghtening seounty and locking
all fare doors o keep people out s not
a pood thing, he szid. “The botom
[me i these provisions are in the code
because people get trapped and they
necd o evacuate,™ he aaid. “%We we o firdthand when
we da our dnlls. Every hulding fire alarm systemn in this
Counlry Peduites festing 48 part of
thee fwre coude, and [this] fruly has
beent falling shoer.™

Tesaing often gets overlooked
becaniie 7t takes a bt of tnse, and
Property Managers may not have
hsdpgered for i1, Whar chey showld
!'-i_'.,|| g, I'q_' I\..|:..._|_:'\1 I.l.ql.' IYERTON
4] 4 .|-!| !-CH_'I\::H!L L:i.:'. BoEE il r|I|_' ill,.|||d-
L, COrme up with an IERTONY
list {whach is requimed by fere oode)
and make this an annual event,

While complete inegranon of
tire alanm and secunty sysiems af
a hardware device level 5 imprac-
tical, sabd Sanford, integrathon of
VAFIOUS SECUEHEY SOMPOnmEs can
aul im the detecton and reportng
of alarmis — apid can be valuable in
detecting the difference between
and severity of those akarms,

A rr|.|1 limk t» 3 I\..r1||||\.|_' -,||_'I|_'-_-
ror with & refay bnk o o OCTV
camera in the sme rosm @n
pupemanically send an alarm o
the momitoning contre, ot c@n
abo send 3 video signal thax
shows the reom where the alarm
is gaing off, he savs, This can give
respomders better enbommateon and
make their responss more eHec

will rain al

tive == 3 chemmical fire may regquirne
exim precaufions, whereas a trash fias
bin fire can be guickly deal with
wsing fairly standard equipment.
Theres a meed for propery
MaAnAgers, security personned and
fire alarm monftoring companies
toshare mfiemation, ays Sanford.
If sevunty perionne] don know
there’s been a fire panel power

failure, they won't be able io ke the necevmry acisom
o e the event 18 responded 1O properly (such as
sending secunty saff to ensure the frong doors are pot
breached hecawse the maglocks have dropped),

This doesn't mean systemns have o be mesgrated at
the hardware device kevel to be effective = It just mears
the person respondible for one system muost be aware
of the staf of other sutems, of theyll be ninsiing
lilf the e, “This iileprahon &in be achocved at
E | illp.'!u.'l svsberns comteolier lovel, where the |r,;|l':J.I'-'H'-'-
il I:lll_' Fife I'c|.|r.'|| I |_,=-:| P I IEfIChE 1.I\.|I:|: :l'-;,' ole

ansd efficiens manmieg of che securiry svsmem, bt |."I'1'll-=i|l.'

bach sets o srangs inbormanion 2o the pwo svstems, ™
says Chizmeshva,

There wall alwave be o contlicy bepween che fire
code and good secunny praooss, he save, ot prion
ity fends o fall on hife safery, he added. It mkes quate
a bit of discusaon oo blend cverything it an overall
program-hased solution that serves multiple stakehindd-
ers, e aciually cranes egether very micely m che end,
bt getting there tends to be a Jot of work,, ke pulling
healthy teeth out of an angry dog,” he says. “I'm st
not sare the markets ready and P'm jost not sare the
owverall program-based mul-disciplined sort of per
spective i3 all that ensrenched.™

Viem Himorelehaodr & o Toromterboered  freelance
wreker. B




