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Seniars’ Fire Safery, froms pape 3.
5. Heating

Have the fiurnace and chinmE"-;'
mnspected by a professional pror to

the start of winter Keep newspapers,
rags, and other combustible materials
awar from the furnace, hot water
heate: or space ]f‘Ei‘ltEl: Kfep flammahble
ma'er_tals such as enctams or facoitnre,
at least tb_tee feet from space heaters.
Watch for electrcal overoad si.g-n.als
such as dimmung lights when a heating
appliance goes on; call a qualified
electrician if this ocours. Stress that

the oven should never be nzed as a
heater if the housze feels too cold or the
furnace goes off.

6. Candles

Candles exude an aura of warmth and
coziness — but they are cansing more
and more house fices. The best policy
tor those with age-related changes

1s simply not to have candles in the
home. For festrre decor, choose CSA
approved electric lights. In preparation
for an eMmeIgency, place flashlights

in key locations, for example, beside
the bed, favourite chair, and in the
Litchen. A

Sowrce: Fred P, Baumpartwer, Fivevoinr Technolopies
Inc. (munfirepoint.o)
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Summer Safety Tips
for Kids and Dogs

s the summer sets in, Doggone Safe offers some tips to help keep your

farmly companion s qafe and comfortable. Do

that are nncomfortable are

more LJ:el'l." to become irntable with young kds.

* Heartworm and flea prevention:
Research and consult wath your vet
to find the best option for your dog.

. j.-ﬂ“erg:e.r If you notice an increase
i stching and or discomfort talk
to your vet about some helpful
sohitions.

* Ear ifections: BEar infections often
lead to grumpy dogs, so be aware of
vour dog’s ears and seek help from
vour vet for ear cleaning suggestions.

v Snake and spider bites: If you notice
a sudden r_h..snge in behavior or
letharge behavior seek the help of
your vet immediately. If snakes and
bitmg spuders are common in your
area, know the symptoms of such
enconnters.

v Emergency preparedness: Emergency
plans for hurricanes and natural
disasters should include your pets.

Online Gambling a Hazard for the Young

esearch shows that increasing mimbers of children and vouth are introduced

to gambling at very young ages

somethmg as mnocuous as a bingo card

their Christmaz 3mcl:1.ug— and this 15 hamng an impact on families.

Children as young as 11 get hooked on betting at Internet sites where
“wistors” can play slot machines and blackjack without using real money. When
voung people gamble beyond their hnuts, the outcomes can be senious — fraud,
1eft and even suicide. This does not take into account the social costs of qund_mg

honurs and hours online alone.

In June 2006, the Vanier Institute of the Famuly released a paper entitled
Gamﬁa.:ug with aur (F5ds') Futures: Gambling ar a Family P-::ff.-:l Issue. The paper, authored
by Ardene Mosecovitch, recommends five key s'.lategie
* A public education campaign to help people understand the Pc-tentml hazards of

gambling, especizlly for voung people, and know the warning signs.

* Governments need to develop guadelines for responsible advertising. especially

to vulnerable groups.

* Development of school curnicula with a gambling prevention focus.

* Additional research on gambling 15 required to inform public policy:

* Bmlgmg the issnes forward through civic action to drrre the impetus for change,
since gc:rvenmlmﬁ “do not want to have to face an angry public on these

matters.”

According to the Vamuer Institute of the Fanuly, ke smoking, drugs and
alcohol, talking to vour children about gambling needs to become 2 part of good
Eaj.ent.ng The full repost Guanbiing with enr (Fidr') Futures can be downloaded from

ne Institute’s website (wwwifamuly.ca/library/ cft/ feamblingpdf). A

Outings

* When traveling 1n a car secure your
dog with a crate, gate or zeathelt,
especially if ndﬂ.g with a child.

* Never leave vour dog in a car when
the temperature 1z above 21 C. Even
with windows open and in the shade

this is a deadly nustake.
* Keep dogs hydrated. There are many

products to make water convenient
and easy to cacry along when hiking
or on an adventare with your dog.

* Be sware of hot surfaces. Black
concrete can be bof, and many
ontdoor activities are held in parking
lots. A dog that 1s too hot ‘i‘;'ﬂ][J!j‘fJJ‘
appreciate being petted and handled.

* Dogs may become iratable if
hot and will not appreciate being
surronnded by even the most
adn:::..ng of children Let vour pet rest
i a peaceful spot 1md15tl1£becﬁ:ef itis
an especially warm day.

* Dog parks do not mux with children

— no matter what!

* Be aware of your neighborhood
and how dﬂgs are secuged, so that
when your children are Pla}'mg you
are aware of any potential dangers.
Chamned-up dogs or dogs that are
barking and frustrated near fences
while children play can become a

danger
Remind children never to approach
a tied-up dog even if they know the
ammall A

Foniree: Dopsore Safe! Tume 2005 newslerer. (Subsoribe
10 1 E-HEBETeY 2F WRNLASp o NeITe. com. )




